Courtesy Keoki Stender Marine Fishes

"~ Whitesaddled goatfish
: Kumu
Paurupeneus porphyreus

SPECIES STATUS:
IUCN Red List - Not considered
Endemic

SPECIES INFORMATION: Kumt are goatfish that feed on invertebrates in the sediments
around reefs. They reach about 38 centimeters (15 inches) in length. They may be found in
schools during the day.

DISTRIBUTION: They are found throughout the State.

ABUNDANCE: They are looked for in surveys of coral reef fishes in the Main and
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, both by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and the Division of Aquatic Resources. Commercial landings in the Main
Hawaiian Islands have dropped from about 1,800 to 2,300 kilograms (4,000 to 5,000 pounds) a
year to 1,040 kilograms (2,300 pounds) in 2003, the most recent year of data.

LOCATION AND CONDITION OF KEY HABITAT: Young are common in shallow water in
the summer. Adults can be found throughout reef habitats.

THREATS:
* They are fished commercially and recreationally. In traditional Native Hawaiian culture
they were sometimes substituted for pigs when certain offerings were called for. They
could only be consumed by men.

CONSERVATION ACTIONS: Regulations set minimum catch size at ten inches (25
centimeters). In addition to common statewide and marine conservation actions, specific
actions include:

* Maintain healthy populations with appropriate fishing regulations and education.

MONITORING:
* Continue surveys of population and distribution in known and likely habitats.

RESEARCH PRIORITIES:
* Improve understanding of factors affecting the species population size.
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